Hello and Happy New Year!

I am excited to serve as the 2012 National Rehabilitation Association President.  First I want to thank each of you for your membership and your commitment to the National Rehabilitation Association.  I also want to thank Tom Wilson, the 2011 NRA Board of Directors, Beverlee Stafford and the NRA staff for their hard work and accomplishments last year.
For those of you who don’t know me, here is a little background.   I have worked in the field of Vocational Rehabilitation for 15 years doing job coaching, job placement, vocational counseling and program management.  I currently work at the Courage Center a not for profit organization in Minneapolis, Minnesota.   I manage our vocational services which includes vocational evaluation, situational and community assessments, computer skills training, assistive technology, functional capacity evaluations, job placement and retention services.   I have a Masters in Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling and I am a proud alumni of the UW-Madison.

As you know, NRA uses technology to communicate with you from the Washington Wires to the Contemporary Rehab to general all member email updates.  If you are not seeing emails from NRA, please contact me at sara.sundeen@couragecenter.org .  I welcome the opportunity to get to know you and I will make sure we get your correct information on the mailing lists.  I have been working to reach out to Presidents of all divisions, regions and chapters as well.   NRA also has a Facebook page, LinkedIn account and Twitter account.  Feel free to follow or become fans of us for updates related to NRA and the field.
A few Save the Dates:

· The 2012 Governmental Affairs Summit will in Alexandria, VA at the Old Town Hilton on King Street.  The dates of the summit are: March 18-20.  Registration information in posted on the website.  Early bird rates are available through February 24, 2012.
· The 2012 Annual Training Conference will be in Chicago, IL at the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place.  The dates of the conference are: August 24-26 with pre-conferences on August 23, 2012.  Speaker RFPs are on the website, proposal submissions are due January 31, 2012.  We are also adding Alumni events and have many opportunities for exhibitors or sponsorship.  
If you are interested in serving on a committee please contact me.  The committee chairs for 2012 are ready to go and committee’s opportunities include: Resource Development, Program Planning, Membership, Social Media, Bylaws, Finance and Audit, and Awards.    Involvement on committees is a great way for you to expand your network on a national level.  I am hopeful we can find a student representative for each committee too.
I have no doubts we have challenges ahead of us, but I also see great potential for all of us.  I hope you will stay active with us.  Thank you again for your membership, I look forward to working with you.  Please feel free to contact me.
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